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A California resident and his family waited at Roissy Charles de Gaulle Airport, north of Paris, on Thursday. 


Now it’s clear & 
this is no time 
for games 


DAN SHAUGHNESSY 
COMMENTARY 


FORT MYERS, Fla. — It is a deadly 
global threat that has nothing to do 
with sports. And yet in two days, it has 
become one of the biggest sports stories 
of all time. 

It is breathless and ever-changing. It 
moves at warp speed toward . . . the un- 
known. 

And it feels fruitless to say or write 
anything about it because by the time 
you read these words, so much will have 
changed. There is simply no way to keep 
up with the impact of the coronavirus 
on our North American sports leagues, 
teams, and tours. 

Our nation’s capital is basically shut 
down. Kids are staying home from 
school. College students have been or- 
dered to evacuate. Hospitals are prepar- 
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COLLEGES 


Students facing challenges 
wonder why they can’t stay 


By Deirdre Fernandes 
GLOBE STAFF 

Joshua Torres, 19, an MIT freshman from 
California, fears going home. 

His mother, who lives in a one-bedroom 
apartment, has asthma. If he gets the corona- 
virus, he worries, she could be at even greater 
risk of becoming seriously ill. But MIT has re- 
jected Torres’s plea to remain on campus after 
Tuesday, the university’s deadline for most un- 
dergraduates to leave the dormitories. 

MIT, Torres said, “should show some com- 
passion . . . give us the benefit of doubt.” 
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Friday: Early rain, windy. 
High 57-62. Low 37-42. 
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US warplanes struck five tar- 
gets in Iraq, retaliating against 
an Iran-tied militia believed to 
have been part of a rocket at- 
tack that killed 2 Americans. A4. 


Harvey Weinstein had a mild 
heart attack hours after being 
sentenced to 23 years in pris- 
on for sexual attacks. A2. 


A judge ordered Chelsea Man- 
ning released from jail after she 
was held for nearly a year. A2. 


JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF 


It was an emotional day in Needham for seniors at the Olin College of 
Engineering, which had an early “fauxmencement” because of virus concerns. 


CHARLIE RIEDEL/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The Sprint Center in Kansas City, Mo., was deserted after Big 12 
commissioner Bob Bowlsby canceled the men’s and women’s tournaments. 
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MLB, NHL ON HOLD; MARCH MADNESS OFF | 
BOSTON’S ARTS SCENE, BROADWAY GO DARK G1 
TRUMP WON’T BE TESTED AFTER EXPOSURE 


As cases top 100, 
disruption reaches 
almost everywhere 


By Danny McDonald 
and Laura Crimaldi 
GLOBE STAFF 

The disruptions of the coro- 
navirus pandemic reached into 
virtually all aspects of life in 
New England and beyond 
Thursday, leading to the sus- 
pension of the seasons for pro- 
fessional sports leagues, forcing 
officials to consider postponing 
the Boston Marathon for the 
first time ever, upending travel, 
and prompting the closure of 
arts venues from Broadway to 
Boston. 

State officials said Thursday 
that the tally of cases in the 
state had jumped to 108, up 
from 95 the day before, includ- 
ing 102 presumed positive cas- 
es and six confirmed by federal 
public health authorities. 
Worldwide, the number of cas- 
es topped 128,000 while the 
number of deaths exceeded 
4,700. 

“The outbreak and the im- 
pact of concerns over the 
spread are already being felt by 
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everyone,” said Governor Char- 
lie Baker, speaking in Pittsfield, 
where three city residents have 
presumptively tested positive 
for the coronavirus and six 
more residents are in quaran- 
tine as they await test results. 
“Tt may seem hard to grasp that 
the changes have occurred over 

the past couple of days.” 
The outbreak may also force 
the Marathon to be postponed 
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State shortage blunts 
response, doctors say 


By Andrew Ryan, 
Kay Lazar, 
and Liz Kowalczyk 
GLOBE STAFF 

Despite assurances from 
Governor Charlie Baker and top 
state health officials, Massachu- 
setts doctors say a severe short- 
age of tests for Covid-19 is hin- 
dering efforts to control the lo- 
cal coronavirus outbreak. 

State health officials have 
kept strict limits on who can be 
tested for the coronavirus, forc- 
ing physicians to turn patients 
away who they believe should 
be tested, according to doctors 
and patients. And while the 
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testing shortage is a national 
crisis that originated with the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, other states are 
testing more people than Mas- 
sachusetts and have been sig- 
nificantly more transparent 
about the scope of testing — a 
key component to containing 
the virus. 

Testing is critical to combat- 
ing infectious disease because it 
diagnoses the sick, determines 
who has been exposed to the vi- 
rus so they do not infect others, 
and measures the effectiveness 
of containment measures. 
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As stocks fall, Congress 
nears a deal on rescue plan 


By Emily Cochrane, 
Jeanna Smialek, 
and Jim Tankersley 
NEW YOEK TIMES 
WASHINGTON — Financial 
markets plunged on Thursday 
in the biggest one-day drop 
since the Black Monday stock 
market crash of 1987, and Con- 
gress neared a deal with the 
White House on a sweeping 
economic rescue package to re- 
spond to the colossal effect of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
After a day of intense negoti- 
ations between Speaker Nancy 


Pelosi of California and the 
Treasury secretary, Steven 
Mnuchin, Pelosi told reporters 
that “we've resolved most of our 
differences” and the House 
would vote on Friday on the 
measure, “one way or another.” 
It would then go to the Senate, 
which called off a recess that 
had been scheduled for next 
week. 

The legislation, Democratic 
aides said, will include en- 
hanced unemployment bene- 
fits, free virus testing, and aid 

MARKETS, Page A8 


Overtaken by events, Trump has much to lose 


By Jess Bidgood 
and Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — In the 
Oval Office Thursday, a head of 
government laid out the mea- 
sures he was taking to keep his 
country safe from the coronavi- 
rus: He would close schools 
starting the next day, ban in- 


door gatherings of more than 
100 people, and suspend out- 
door events with more than 500 
people. 

“We need to do this for a 
couple of weeks,” he said som- 
berly, “to make sure the virus 
doesn’t spread.” 

The leader wasn’t President 
Trump. 


It was Irish Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar, who had been 
welcomed to the White House 
by Trump amid a widening cri- 
sis that has upended daily life 
for millions of Americans and 
tested their tolerance for a pres- 
ident who prides himself on his 
capacity for disruption. 
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